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In our fast paced and ever-changing world today, security challenges and new
threats seem to be emerging and evolving faster than expected. Cybercrime,
cyber warfare and electronic warfare are examples of threats that can appear
and mutate at any time, both internally and externally.

As such, it is imperative for nations to invest in new technologies and systems
to combat these threats. Our old ways are no longer adequate, and we have to
push aside traditional thoughts and instead come up with modern solutions.
Therefore, the budget for procuring the latest technologies and artillery
inclusive of maintenance among others plays an important part towards this
effort.

To further show our passion and commitment, the Defence White Paper (DWP)
was launched back in December 2019. It represents the government’s firm
commitment to protect national interests particularly in defending its
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

In 2021, the Government continues its effort by formulating a National Defence
and Security Industry Policy (NDSIP) which will provide the requisite impetus
and coherent policy guidelines for the development of the defence and security
sector. This policy encompasses strategy for the enhancing research in
defence science and technology, capacity building and funding to boost the
growth of local defence and security industry.

The role and participation of the related ministries and agencies will be
highlighted in the five key thrusts of the NDSIP that form a policy framework
aimed at cultivating long-term favourable conditions to unleash the defence
industry’s full potential.

While strengthening the defence and security industry to enhance the military
capabilities is important, we must also look towards forming more cross-border
collaborations, particularly within the ASEAN region. The various border
security agencies, including police, intelligence and other national-security
agencies from each respective country in the region must work in collaboration.
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This is one of the core purposes of Defence Services Asia (DSA) and National
Security (NATSEC) Asia. As Asia’s largest tri-service defence and homeland
security exhibition, it has created a vital platform for various government
officials and agencies to come together. This platform has never stopped
contributing towards the advancement of the security and defence industry in
Malaysia through its showcase of the latest and most innovative technologies,
products from around the world.

On that note, | wish to extend a warm welcome to all visitors, delegates, and
exhibitors to DSA & NATSEC Asia 2022.
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